While the ERA was unsuccessful in Congress, other equalizing legislation prevailed. Both the Equal Pay Act of 1963 and Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Act were pivotal in increasing the ability of women to combat sex discrimination, particularly in the workplace. Additionally, the development of a vocal women's rights movement in the 1960's increased awareness of women's position in society and demand for increased legal equality. 10 Organizations such as the National Organization for Women (NOW), formed to support enforcement of the sex discrimination provisions of the 1964 Civil Rights Act.
Meanwhile, the NWP and the Women's Equity Action League (WEAL) were instrumental in raising awareness and support for the Equal Rights Amendment.
11
Despite burgeoning support for the ERA by 1970, Celler continued to refuse to schedule hearings in the House Judiciary Committee, as he had done for the past almost twenty years. 12 Celler was extremely powerful member of the House who as chair, set the agenda and tone for the Judiciary Committee 13 . Therefore his dislike of the ERA effectively impeded any House action. 14 He had also objected to the inclusion of "sex" in Title VII of the 1964 Civil Rights Amendment, calling it "illogical" and "improper". 15 The to the ERA which would allow for nondenominational prayer in public schools, and move which many felt was underhanded and uncalled for. 30 The ERA was never voted on in the Senate and no further action was taken until the next session of Congress. 
